(By W.E. MacCLENNY) 
CHAPTER I 


The present Nansemond 
county lies in the 
southeastern part of Virginia. 
It extends in north latitude 
from 36 degrees, 33-minutes 
and 3 seconds to 36 degrees, 
55 minutes and 28 seconds. It 
extends in longitude from 76 
degrees, 24 minutes and 23 
seconds to 76 degrees, 55 
minutes and 45 seconds. The 
U.S. postoffice in Suffolk, the 
county seat, is in latitude 36 
degrees, 43 minutes and 45 
seconds, and in longitude 76 
degrees and 35 minutes. 

When what is now Nan- 
semond was first visited by 
Captain John Smith and his 
exploring party in 1608 they 
found it inhabited by a 
numerous and powerful tribe 
of Indians. who called 
themselves the Nansemonds. 
Nansemond means “‘fishing 
point or angle’’ and was the 
name given their'town which 
was situated in the angle or 
point made by the junction of 
the western branch and 
southern branch of Nan- 
semond River. They belonged 
to Chief Powhatan's con- 
federacy and they had their 
wigwams on the banks of the 
Nansemond and its various 
tributaries, their largest 
settlement being near what is 


now Reid’s Ferry. Their 3 


chief's house being near 
Dumpling Island, on which he 
kept his treasure houses. As 
far back as the time of the 
Lane expedition in North 
Carolina, there was mention 
made of a great Indian tribe 
to the north whose king lived 
on an island and as the 
distance is not great, very 
likely this was the tribe 
referred to. While most of the 
tribe lived on the banks of the 
rivers and creeks, yet there 
are still signs of Indian set- 
tlements in different parts of 
the county, and in many 
places on the shores» of .the 
rivers and’ creeks there are 
large quantities of oyster 
shells in the soil and these 
may have been left there 
after their oyster roasts. 
Many fine specimens of 
Indian stone weapons and 
tools have been found around 
Lake Drummond, and on the 
sand hills skirting the edge of 
the swamp some of the best 
specimens have been found. 
- The tribe had 200 warriors 
and had about 1000 acres of 
cleared land near their 
headquarters on which they 
raised large quantities of 
Indian corn, beans and 
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melons. The tribe was one of 
the largest noted in Virginia 
at that time, and had four 
werowances or chief men, 
their names being given as 
Weyhohomo, Amopitough, 
Weangopo and Tirchtrough. 
As this tribe was more of an 
agricultural people than 
many of the others, whenever 
provisions ran short at 
Jamestown in its early days, 
an expedition would be sent to 
the oyster shell banks of the 
Nansemond River to procure 
food from the Indians and it 
may well be said that Nan- 
semond became the granary 
of the early colonists. Captain 
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John Smith in his history 
gives. detailed accounts. of 
several of their visits to this 
section and how they 
managed to procure corn. It 

sot pegeetul at times, as 
the I ns tried on one or 
occasions to draw the 
English into a trap, but in this 
they failed and usually they 
got a good supply of corn on 
each trip. 

There are today signs of 
this early trade to be found 
along the upper banks of the 
river, In one field near .a 
large Indian spring, large 
quantities of glass beads are 
found in the ground, perhaps 
these are some of the same 
beads used by Captain Smith 
to procure corn. Over this 
spring stood until recently a 
large beech tree with a queer 
inscription on it, and a few 
years ago an Indian family 
passing through this country, 
camped near it for several 
days while one of their 
children was in a local 
hospital, and while in this 
vicinity the tree with the 
inscription was shown to 
them, and they at once read it 
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in the Indian language as 
being ‘‘Nansemond’’. 

The Nansemonds had as 
their neighbors the 
Warrosquoyoakes, with 40 
warriors, living on Pagan 
River in Isle of Wight County. 
This name means “swamp in 
a depression of land’’. The 
Chesapeakes, which means 
“the country on the great 
river’ with 100 warriors lived 
in the vicinity of Norfolk, but 
often visited the Nansemond. 
The Nottoways, which means 
“snake or enemy’’, an 
Iroquois tribe lived in the 
western part of the county on 
the river by that name, and in 
the southwestern part of the 
county were the Meherrins, 
an Iroquois tribe closely 
cognate with the Nottoways 
and Tararas, perhaps a 
branch of the Meherrins, 
living on the river and creek 
by those names, while on the 
south were the Chowanockes, 
that name meaning ‘those of 
the south’’. 

There were Indian trails 
from one tribe to the other, 
and from one river to the 
other, and the Indians kept in 
touch with each other, and 
what was going on in the 
different tribes, and crossed 
the streams at the head of 
tidewater. When the colonists 
began to settle in the county 
many of these trails were 
used by them for roads after 
being widened. Some of the 
most important roads in the 
county of today follow the 
course of those old trails. 
Later ferries were 
established over several of 
the rivers and creeks in the 
county to shorten the distance 
for the travelling public. One 
among the first was from 
what is now Ferry Point to 
Sleepy Hole Point, one from 
the Nansemond Town at 
Town Point to Hampton, one 
over Bennett’s Creek, one at 
Suffolk, one at Reid’s Ferry, 
South Quay and one or two 


over the Nottoway River to 
connect that part of Nan- 
semond then-with the olders 


part. p. 
Settlement had begun in 


what is now Nansemond 
county prior to 1622, the date 
of the “Great Masacre”’ and 
some of the inhabitants were 
reported as being killed. As 
soon as the colonists had 
recovered from the shock of 
this catastrophe, war was 
declared on the Nansemonds, 
and the governor made an 
expedition against them. 


Their lands were invaded, 
their houses burned and the 
crops destroyed, so that they 
nothing upon 
and they 


would have 
which to subsist, 
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would be obliged to leave 
their settlements and seek 
shelter among their neigh- 
bors. This continued for some 
time until a truce was 
declared. 

As the county began to be 
settled by the whites, the 
Indians were gradually 
pressed back from their 
original settlements on the 
rivers and forced to go into 
the interior, and finally most 
of the survivors went to live 
with their neighbors, the 
Nottoways and Meherrins, in 
the western and southwestern 
part of the county at that 
time, but they continued to 
decrease in numbers and 
both tribes are now almost 
extinct in that section, only 
now and then can a trace of 
Indian blood be found. A few 


made their way into the 
Dismal Swamp, and lived 
there for some time, and 


finally settled in the vicinity 
of Bower's Hill, Va., where 
they adopted the language, 
customs, manner and 
religion of the English, and 
are today living in peace and 
plenty on the same ground 
occupied by their forefathers. 

Genealogy of the County 

In 1634, Virginia was 
divided into eight shires after 
the English custom, 
Elizabeth City shire being 
one. This shire included much 
land on the north side of the 
James River, and all of what 
is now in the counties of 
Princess Anne, Norfolk and 
Nansemond on the south side. 
In 1636, the part of Elizabeth 
City shire or county lying 
south of the James River was 


Major Wilbur E. Mac- 
Clenny was one of the South’s 
most noted church, family 
and regional historians. 


April 27, 


his life he 

not only a historian, 
times was also a_ teacher, 
author, businessman, 
surance man and a banker. 

After attending local 
schools, MacClenny entered 
Elon College, where he 
earned a_ Bachelor of 
Philosophy degree in 1897. 
Following that he taught in 
the public schools of Hobson 
and Cypress Chapel. 

The Spanish-American War 
interrupted his teaching 
career. He volunteered in 
1898 as a private in Company 
G, Fifth Virginia Regiment of 
Infantry, but later tran- 
sferred to the hospital corps. 
He served in Havana, Cuba, 
until his discharge at the end 
of the war. 

While in Cuba he sent 
dispatches on the war to the 
Suffolk Herald. 

Upon his return to the 
states he worked with Lee 
Brothers and Company in 
Norfolk for three years, then 
returned to Suffolk to join the 
insurance firm of Harper and 
West in 1902. He later entered 
the banking field and was 
associated with both the 
Farmers Bank of Nansemond 
County and the American 
Bank and Trust Company in 
Suffolk. 

He organized the Farmers 
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He was born in the Myrtle 
area of Nansemond Countv 
1875, and died in 
Suffolk March 3, 1950. During 
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no longer hold true due to time and further historical research, 
itis still one of the best accounts of the area’s history. 


cut off and formed into Upper 
and Lower Norfolk counties, 
and in the year 1642 the name 
of Upper Norfolk was 
changed to Nansemond, a 
word which had a variety of 
spellings in the old record and 
law books. In the meantime, 
January 22, 1637-8, O.S. 
Henry Howard, Lord 
Maltravers and Mowbray 
was granted a tract of land 
taking in the three counties of 
Princess Anne, Norfolk, 
Nansemond and a part of 
North Carolina, and it was 
specified that it should be 
called “tye county of Nor- 
folk’. This is- claimed by 
some to be the first-county in 
Virginia. The Nansemond 
River was to be the center of 
the grant and it was in the 
future to be known as the 
Maltravers River. The 
authority for this grant was 


dated January 22nd, 1637. 
This new name was soon 
abandoned and the name 


Nansemond came back to the 
river and county. 

When Nansemond was first 
formed it was much larger 
than it is today, as the line 
between it and Isle of Wight 
began well up on the James 
River and it took in much 
land that has from time to 
time been added to Isle of 
Wight County; on the west 
Nansemond extended over 
the Blackwater and the 
Nottoway rivers, going to 
within about three miles of 
ihe Meherrin River on the 
North Carolina line, and 
before the year 1728 much of 
the land in the northeastern 
part of North Carolina was 


Bank of Sunbury, N.C., and 
was its cashier for many 
years. 

In 1905 he married the 
former Martha Irene 
Brothers. 

Because of his military 
experience he was. com- 
missioned a second 
lieutenant in the Suffolk 
Home Guard during World 
War I. Later he was the 
commander of the local 
organization of Spanish- 
American War Veterans, and 
in 1939 he was named a major 
on the staff of the commander 
of the United Confederate 
Veterans of America. 

Meanwhile, his interest in 
history grew. Among. his 
writings are a biography of 
the Rev. James O'Kelly, a 
history of the early Christian 
Church in the South, a history 
of the Jones-Lee families of 
Nansemond County, an ac- 
count of Suffolk's and Nan- 
semond County's, part in 
World War I, a history of the 
peanut, and a history of Gates 
County, N.C. 

He also’ provided — special 
historical articles — for 
newspapers and magazines 
in the state and the nation. 
Because of his deep 
knowledge of family 
histories, he was included in 
“Who Is Who in Genealogy.” 

MacClenny was also the 
historian for the .hristian 
Church throughout fhe South. 
alee as secfetary for 
the Vir i istorical 
Society and was an as 
member of the 
Historical Society. 
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considered in Nansemond 
and the land grants were 
recorded in our courts. 


CHAPTER II 
Early Settlements in the 
County 


As early as 1609 Captain 
John Martin was sent with 
about 120 colonists from 
Jamestown to the banks of 
the Nansemond River to 
found a plantation. 

We will quote from Mrs. 
Mary Newton Stanard’s 
Virginia’s First Century: 

Captain John (Smith) now 
(in the year 1609) had his 
hands full. The hundreds of 
new settlers brought over by 
the recently arrived ships 
had to be housed and fed. To 
take care of them all at 
Jamestown was impossible. 
Though Percy criticized 
Smith severely his account of 
the expeditions to the Falls 
and Nansemond practically 
corroborates Smith's. Little 
Powhatan had been friendly 
to the English from the first 
and Smith realized the 
danger of antagonizing him 
and his people. 

Percy was still not well and 
Smith granted his request to 
return to England, but in the 
interim before he sailed, 
arranged for him and ( Capt. 
John) Martin ( who had been 
ailing since his first arrival in 
Virginia) to go with three- 
score of the new comers to 
Nansemond. Captain Mar- 
tin’s lieutenant led most of 
the men overland and Martin 
and Percy each with a 
“company”’ sailed down the 
James to the mouth of the 
Nansemond, which enters 
Hampton Roads opposite 
Newport News. 

Arrived there, they saw 
nothing of Lieut. Sicklemore 
and the colonists, and the 
Indians would say nothing 
about them, Percy, anxious 
about them went ashore in 
the wet stormy night and 
found the English encamped 
safe and comfortable by good 
fires. 

Next morning-he notified 
Martin, who had declined to 
join him in the search for the 
men, but now with his own 
company went immediately 
ashore. He and Percy sent 
two messengers to the King 
of Nansemond with a 
proposition to buy from him 
for an English settlement 
with “copper, hatchets and 
other commodities,”’ a small 
island and the village on it in 
Nansemond river opposite 
the mainland where they then 
were. They never saw their 
messengers again, but 


learned from the Indians 
“that they were sacrifysed 
and that their braynes were 
cut and scraped out of their 
heads with mussell shells.”’ 

Percy, Martin and their 
companions in revenge 
landed on the island, beat the 
Indians out of it ‘burned 


A sieved and feathered “Tory”. 


their houses, ransacked their 
temples, tooke down the 
corpses of their dead kings 
from off their tombes and 
carried away their pearls, 
copper and_ braceletts 
wherewith they doe decorate 
their king’s funeralles.”’ 
Martin took the king’s son 
prisoner and carried him 
bound, to the island, but 
refused to take Percy’s ad- 
vice to seize ‘‘great store of 
maize upon the mainland” 
for fear of putting his men in 
danger. Percy says that 
having seen Martin well 
settled on his captured island 
he returned with Capt. 
Nelson of the Phoenix to 


Jamestown ‘‘according to 
apoyntmente.”’ 
Note: The island men- 


tioned was Dumpling Island, 
several miles below Suffolk. 
The mainland was on the 
west side of the river. The 
English settlers on Roanoke 
Island were told by the In- 
dians in that section that to 
the north of them there was a 
tribe of Indians whose seat 
was on an island ina river © 
which flowed into the sea and ~ 
that they had great numbers 
of pearls. The description 
given above implies that they 
referred to the Nansemonds, 
who had four chiefs or kings. 
[t. Sicklemore and his men 
on their journey overland 
from Jamestown to Nan 
semond followed closely 
route No. 10 as we have it 
today. 

He was a very weak and 
incompetent man and the 
Indians were not friendly. 
The plantation that he 
founded was soon broken up 


and the men surviving made 
their way back to Jamestown 
as best they could. In 1611 Sir 
Thomas Dale spent some 
time viewing the Nansemond 
and in 1612 explored the river 
to its sources. In 1618 Edward 
Waters came to Virginia and 
soon settled in Nansemond, 
being well established in his 
home in 1622 when the great 
massacre took place. His 
first patent is dated August 
24, 1624. He and his people 
were at first reported killed, 
but they were taken prisoners 
and finally escaped and made 
their way to Jamestown by 
the way of Hampton. After 
the massacre of 1622, it was 
some years before another 
settlement was made, but 
about 1630 the land on the 
Nansemond River began to 
be patented, and plantations 
established, many of the 
ariginal patents being dated 
from 1635 to 1640. James 
Knott was granted 1200 acres 
at one time and 1500 acres 
two years later. This was 
very likely on what is now 
known as Knott's Neck in the 
lower part of the county. 


Francie Hoofe or Hough had 
been granted a point of land 
earlier at what is now Town 
Point, and Robert Newman 
had been granted a tract of 
land at what is now known as 
Gaskins’ Wharf, but then 
known as Newman’s Point. 
Maj. General Richard 
Bennett's patent bears date 
of August 19th, 1637, and was 
for 2000 acres, and Bennett's 
Pasture and Creek take their 
names from him. He af- 
terwards became governor of 
Virginia and left much land 
in his parish by his will 
probated 12th of Apri, 1675, to 
take care of the poor of the 
parish, and this income from 
the land is still so used. His 
act was followed by Thomas 
Tilley and Mr. Welton, both of 
whom left land in the parish 
for the benefit of the poor. 
From 1635 to the end of the 
qcentury t Stide: of im- 
= migration fan; strongly into 
‘Nansemond™and each year 
more and more land was 
patented by the colonists. 
Most of it was granted for 
bringing people into the 
county, 50 acres being 
granted for each person 
brought in and the old patents 
in the Land Office of the state 
give the names of the people 
brought in that way. By 1704, 
when the first complete land 
book of the county was made, 
practically all of the land in 
Nansemond had _ been 
patented, and was being 
seated. By 1648 many of the 
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